
August 2019 

 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Welcome to August.  

The windows are open, I am able feel the cool Wyoming morning breeze, a bird or two chirping in the breaking rays of 

the morning sun. Every one of my family, my wife Courtney, my daughters Megan and Sarah, my dog Daisy and a barn 

cat Solar (he is on the deck), are all still sleeping. It is a tranquil morning that I know will change into a very busy day.  I 

woke up early this fine Saturday morning and have been able to Pray for and reflect on all that God has blessed me 

with.  

 Welcome to the new Fraternal year. 

Who said summer is a time for the Knights to slow down?  It seems that, since late April and the State Convention, the 

Knights have been more active than before. Maybe it is just me preparing for what is going to be a fabulous year com-

ing up.  Maybe I am more aware of all the activities that the Knights are planning for.  Either way I know being a Knight 

is a choice and I my choice is to be active in the Knights.  I am “preaching to the choir” for those that are reading this, 

and I thank you for being active.  The question is how do we get other Brothers to be as active or passionate as we 

are?  

I recently held the Summer Organizational meeting and District Deputy (DDs) training in Riverton.  We were a small 

group by design, but we have a great vision. Faith In Action. Yes, this is the program that Supreme is using for the basis 

of the Star Council Award.  In my reflection this morning I have realized once again that this program is how us Catho-

lics are living our lives anyway.  We are active in the Family programs by teaching our children about our Faith. We are 

active in the Faith area by fulfilling the ministries and mysteries of our Church.   We are active in the Community area 

with programs that embody our Faith and teachings of our Church.  We are active in the Life area buy defending the 

unborn and the elderly. We all are being active we just need to organize the activities better.  

Every Council will have the programs available to them for succeed this year.  The chairman of each of the Faith in Ac-

tion program areas will be available to answer questions as needed. The Brother Knights that you can reach out to for 

assistance within the program areas are as follows: 

Family program Chairman:  Rodney Birkle 

Faith program Chairman:  Terry Archbold 

Community program Chairman:  Tom Atwood 

Life program Chairman:  To Be Determined. (Call any State Officer or District Deputy) 

I am looking forward to working with these Chairman and the DDs to help you organize and record the activities that 

you do every day. I know we all do them.  I know you are active; we just have to keep the records to prove it. 

Vivat Jesus.  

 Bret Ladenburger   

State Deputy 
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Convention News 

 Phil Sheridan Council is busy planning for the 2020 State Convention in Sheridan.  It is the 
centennial celebration for the Wyoming State Council, as well as Sheridan and Rawlins Coun-
cil.  Please make plans to attend this special event. 

The room block is now open for reservations.  Reservations can be made by either calling 307-672-
8931 or 800-465-4329 and indicating that you are with the Knights of Columbus group, or you may 
make them online at www.holidayinn.com/sheridanwy and using the group code KOC.   

We have 20 rooms held for Thursday, April 20 and 75 rooms held for Friday, April 24
th
 and Satur-

day, April 25
th
.  The rooms will be released on March 31, 2020.  The room rate is $89 per night at 

the Sheridan Holiday Inn. 

 

We will see you in Sheridan in 2020!!  

  

Council 7453 Highway Cleanup 
 

Council 7453 conducted their annu-
al highway cleanup on the I-90 In-

terchange on the west end of 
Green River in July.  

  

Pictured from left to right are Sean 
Sherwin, Linda Dahl, Theresa 

Moltzan, Tom Moltzan, Phil Bode 
and Roger Bohlmann.  Not photo-

graphed were Vic Braman, Don 
Shillcox and Mike Dahl. 

Wyoming Knights of Columbus 

Officers 2019-2020 

State Deputy– Bret Ladenberger, Casper 

State Chaplain– Rev. Louie Shea, Riverton 

State Secretary—Ron Morris, Casper 

State Treasurer—Bryan Duyck, Powell 

District Deputies 

District #1 - Mike Pexton 

District #2 - Steve Grapes 

District #3 - Sean Sherwin 

District #4 - Maynard Bills 

 

District #5 - David Michske 

District #6 -  Buddy Cater 

District #7 -  Jim Larscheid   

District #8 - James Long 

http://www.holidayinn.com/sheridanwy
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 Insurance Update 

August 2019 Council Meeting remarks            

Each August we look forward to the Supreme Convention and all the news about the prior Fraternal Year.  This year is 

no different.  Although this message has been prepared prior to the convention, here are some predictions: 

The Order will set a new record in the amount of money we donated to charities. 

The Order will set a new record in the number of hours volunteered. 

We already know that our insurance program had another record year ending in December 2018; 18 consecutive 

years of growth! (And congratulations to the many of you who protected your families last year and helped set that 

record!) 

We will have given a substantial amount of money to Pope Francis from the Vicarius Christi fund. 

Our Asset Advisors will have more dollars under management; managed, of course using the investment guidelines 

from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

We will add to our surplus, which means our strength to pay claims and weather poor economic times will improve. 

I predict that the Supreme Knight will report that the Order will have provided more money to rebuild homes for per-

secuted Christians in the Middle East. Donated more money to disaster relief in the wake of hurricanes, flooding and 

typhoons.  Placed more ultrasound machines in service to save lives. Given more support for religious freedom.   

This organization, started by a simple, humble parish priest with men at St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Connecticut 

in 1882, has grown to spectacular heights. All of these efforts and worthwhile projects are a source of pride for us 

members!  

But here’s the reality:  For the Catholic folks in this council and in these parishes here—you, my brother knights…you, 

are the Knights of Columbus.  When locals think about the Knights, they may have some general notion about all 

these good works we do and the Order’s amazing impact around the world. But to the local parish and the communi-

ty, you represent all that is good in this Order. When you are volunteering at a Special Olympics event, when you are 

visiting the sick, helping your pastor, handing out coats for kids, selling Tootsie Rolls, raising money for a charitable 

cause right here in your own backyard—this is what people see, they see you; to them you are what it means to be a 

Knight of Columbus. When you lead with faith, protect your family, serve others and defend your values, you are a 

witness inspired by our founding principles. 

Congratulations on another record-breaking fraternal year! I look forward to helping protect your families and reach-

ing Star Council this next fraternal year! 

Vivat Jesus! 
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https://www.facebook.com/CatholicMensRetreat/ 

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicMensRetreat/
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Keep Christ in Christmas 

It is time for Councils to order your Christmas cards to sell this coming Christmas sea-
son.  Attached is the 2019 Council Order Form.  Prices have changed, please use the follow-
ing form. (continued on next pages) 

Larry Heintzman 

KCIC Chairman 
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Council  9917 Gun-A-Week Raffle 

Congratulations to our latest winners : 

Week 48 - #7201 - Bernard Carter of Phoenix AZ won a Stoeger 3000 12 Ga Synthetic Semi   

Week 49 - #7768 - Rose Piel of Casper WY won a Henry lever .17 HMR  

Week 50 - #7403 - Rolland J Santfer of Casper WY won a Weatherby Vanguard Synthetic .25-06   

Week 51 -#7474 -Adrienne Puente of Cheyenne WY won a Savage Axis Stainless .308   

Week 52 -#7543 - Paul Martinez   of Guernsey WY won a Ruger Synthetic/Stainless 7mm-08 Rem 

This completes Raffle #7.  To date, 364 prizes have been awarded and over $300,000 raised for the St. Jo-
seph’s Society for Retired Priests and Religious. Council 9917 conducted the raffle, but all of you made it a 

success!  Thanks to you all!!    

 CEREMONIAL NEWS 

Gillette Monsignor James Ruddy Council 3477 is tentatively planning a Formation (2nd) Degree and Knighthood (3rd) 
Degree on Saturday, September 21, 2019.  We invite all Councils near and far to bring your candidates.  The more 
candidates we have, the better!!  The Green River teams have been requested to conduct the ceremonials.  Please 

save the date.  Remember to send your Grand Knight’s report to your DD, State Deputy and Supreme for exemplifica-
tions.  If possible, send them to Mike Dahl at mikenlin@vcn.com as well.  Have a safe and fun remainder of the sum-
mer.  For more information on the Gillette Degrees, please contact Buddy Cater at (307) 299-3434 or Mike Dahl at 

(307) 871-1030. 

——————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

To schedule a Second & Third Degree, Contact: 

 Mike Dahl, Ceremonials Director at: 
307-875-7831 {home} 

307-871-1030 (cell) 
mikenlin@vcn.com  

To schedule a Fourth Degree, Contact: 

Please feel free to make any submissions to wyokcnews@gmail.com. I will do my best to put out an issue of The Cow-

boy Bulletin every month, but I need your help to know what’s going on out there. Upcoming events, council projects 

or sharing ideas that could benefit other councils, are all things we as Knights are interested in hearing about. Re-

member that we are Brother Knights, united in one cause. 

Vivat Jesus 

Steve Grapes 

Public Relations Director 

There is a wealth of information on our State 

Council web site. Check out www.wyomingkc.org. 

All members are   encouraged to check it out. 

mailto:mikenlin@vcn.com
mailto:wyokcnews@gmail.com
http://www.wyomingkc.org
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“Monthly Challenge from the Supreme Chaplain”                                                                
August 2019     

“Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready 
to open immediately when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his 
arrival.” (Gospel for Aug. 11, Lk 12:35-37) 

Semper Paratus — Latin for “always ready” — is the motto of the U.S. Coast Guard, but it also could serve as a motto 
for you and me in the Christian life. In this Gospel passage, Jesus calls us to constant vigilance. My brothers, whether 
it’s day or night, we cannot allow our perimeter to be breached by any of the powerful temptations to anger, posses-
sions, lust or other sins. Tomorrow is not guaranteed to any of us. You and I can recall someone whose sudden death 
reminds us that we do not know when we will be called to account. May our master find us vigilant on his arrival! 

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori: 

This month, I challenge you to exercise daily vigilance through the time-tested practice of a simple examination of 
conscience at the end of each day before going to bed. I also challenge you to watch with vigilance with your council 
through the Faith in Action Holy Hour program, or by spending some time in eucharistic adoration on your own. 

Questions for Reflection:     

Is looking at your phone the first and the last thing you do each day? In this age of distraction, are there ways you can 
sharpen your vigilance and focus to better pay attention to what is truly important? Did examining your conscience 
daily help increase your vigilance in your life? 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 

FOOD FOR FAMILIES 

A Higher Purpose 
Help end hunger in communities across North America. Many in our communities are struggling through 
hardship and unable to provide food for their families. The goal of Food for Families is to ensure that as few 
as possible go to bed hungry each night.  

Overview 
The Knights of Columbus are committed to helping end hunger through the Food for Families Program, 
which has donated millions of dollars and millions of pounds of food to the cause. Council and parish fami-
lies will raise funds to support their local food pantries, food banks and soup kitchens. For every $500 or 
1,000 pounds of food donated, the Supreme Council will refund $100 back to the council – up to a maxi-
mum of $500 per council per fraternal year. Though in-kind donation of food is valuable, leaders of hunger-
relief organizations often comment that financial contributions can be stretched even further and allow non-
profits to procure the exact items needed by the organization and its clients. 

Featured Program Requirements 
Councils are required to collect a minimum of $500 or 1,000 pounds of food for a parish or community food 
pantry. In addition, council must contribute a minimum of 100 total man-hours in preparation/distribution/

service of meals. Report activity using the Food for Families Refund and Plaque Application (#10057).  

Action Steps can be found at https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/food-for-families.html#/  

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/food-for-families/10057-food-for-families-report-form.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/food-for-families/10057-food-for-families-report-form.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/food-for-families.html#/
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Wyoming Knights of Columbus  

For the Good of the Order 

Deceased Knights 

--Fr. John Savio, passed away October 22, 2018.  

--Rich Miller of Council 4031 in Cody passed away on December 17th.  

—Mel Tucker of Council 9431 in Jackson passed away Feb 10, 2019.   

—Fr. Thomas Fahey passed away March 17, 2019. 

—Msgr. James O’Neill of Council 1563 passed away Mar 18, 2019. 

—Joe Maixner of Council 9917 in Casper passed away May 3, 2019.  

—Bill Brownell of Council 9917 in Casper passed away on May 29, 2019. 

  

Brother Knight Vern Modine of council 6623 passed away July 6 2019. 

His obituary may be seen at https://www.pierfh.com/notices/Vern-Edward-

Modine . 

 

Please continue to pray for: 

—Brother Kevin Reddy, Council 9917-Casper 

—Brother Knights Ron Pivik, Vic Braman and Paul Shablo of Council 7453.   

—Brother Tom Atwood is undergoing treatments for cancer. 

—Brother Henry Prado, Council 6623-Torrington,  

—Sally Welte, spouse of PSD Joe Welte, Council 6623-Torrington  

—Brother Greg Opdahl, Council 3551-Wheatland 

 

Please send any future prayer intentions to wyokcnews@gmail.com 

https://www.pierfh.com/notices/Vern-Edward-Modine
https://www.pierfh.com/notices/Vern-Edward-Modine
mailto:wyokcnews@gmail.com
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BEFORE 

AFTER 

The Father McGivney Prayer In-
tentions cross has gone through a 
transformation. We can make the 
cross travel through Wyoming 
using our network. I also want to 
encourage councils to make their 
own versions of the cross and put 
them in their church and prayer 
chapels ,or both. Take pictures 
and share them if you do. 

Shawn Moody 

Wyoming Knights of Columbus 

Father McGivney Guild Chairman 

wyoguild@yahoo.com  

mailto:wyoguild@yahoo.com
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Join the Father McGivney Guild 

As the sainthood process for Venerable Father Michael McGivney continues, it becomes ever more im-
portant to increase membership in the Father McGivney Guild. Membership stands at over 171,000, but 
only 464 listed to be from Wyoming. There are 2600 members shown in Wyoming. 

Please encourage every Knight in your council, and their families, to join the McGivney Guild. Membership 
is open to everyone, not just Knights and families. It is easy to sign up at  http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
en/index.html.  And please continue to pray the canonization prayer for Father McGivney. 

Shawn Moody 

 Father McGivney Guild Chairman 

esmmoody@gmail.com  

A copy of the registration form for the Father Michael J McGivney Guild appears on the following page 

 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html
mailto:esmmoody@gmail.com
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